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INTERSECTIONAL FEMINISM 
Statement 

HON SOPHIA MOERMOND (South West) [9.44 pm]: Today I would like to talk about intersectional feminism 
and how that may show up barriers that different populations deal with. One of the things that intersectional feminism 
talks about is the different axes of oppression. White men in society do not face racism or sexism and white women 
do not face racism. Indigenous men and men of colour do not face sexism, while Indigenous women, unfortunately, 
face both racism and sexism. 
In Australian society, where institutional racism and sexism is still demonstrated, the Indigenous population is 
impacted. Tonight’s vigil outside for Alana is a clear example of that. She was homeless at the young age of 16. She 
had been unable to access sufficient services to get out of the cycle of homelessness. In Alana’s case, and in the case 
of many Indigenous people, we find that initial barriers are compounded by the lack of resources, difficulty accessing 
services, and the digital divide, which can be quite wide, especially for people who live in remote communities, and 
then there is intergenerational trauma and cultural differences. There are barriers in place that contributed to making 
her life much harder. Those barriers are difficult to understand when we do not face them, when we come from a place 
where we have a safe home and an address, so that it is easy to open a bank account and easy to access Centrelink’s 
social services. Without a home address, a person cannot have a bank account, so where would the Centrelink 
payment be sent?  
What happens to a lot of people, which is unfortunate, is that they end up in a hopeless situation and use alcohol 
and cannabis to make themselves feel better, to self-treat, and to simply cope with life. When we look at laws that 
prohibit the use of cannabis and compare that with our prison population, we can see that there is a link whereby 
Indigenous people appear to be more severely persecuted and punished for using cannabis, for instance, than people 
who do not have those systemic barriers in place. 
Another thing that I was made aware of recently, through an incredible number of emails that I have received—
I suspect members have all received those as well—is that children as young as 10 are being incarcerated for 
recalcitrant behaviour. The rest of the country has that age at 14. The issue with incarcerating children is that we 
risk institutionalising the child at a very young age. We give that child a criminal record. A criminal record is one of 
those things that also makes accessing services, employment and housing more difficult. I think, obviously coming 
from my perspective, that cannabis prohibition is contributing to that, because it unfairly targets those more vulnerable 
populations. A simple strategy would be to legalise cannabis so that the funds currently used to police prohibition 
could be diverted to support services like housing, medical care and mental health care that would allow people to 
escape these cycles. When we look at laws that are aimed at making a society a better place, prohibition does not 
seem to be effective in doing so. Thank you. 
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